
The California Medical Board has two levels of informal discipline.   These are,    public
reprimands and citations.

The public reprimand is more serious than a citation.

There are two types of public reprimand.  

The first relates to a physician not yet licensed in California.  

If there are minor application violations such as omitting a minor negative event or inaccurate
credentials, a license can still be issued.  The medical board can add a public reprimand for the
prelicensing conduct.  

This type of reprimand is damaging to the physician’s reputation but it will 
not require probationary status or result in the denial of a license.   

After you are licensed, the Medical Board may issue a public reprimand instead of proceeding by
accusation.  An accusation is a very serious level in the disciplinary process.  An accusation is a
public document accusing a physician of major failures.  Attorneys can successfully defend you if
an accusation is filed but that defense will be expensive, difficult and stressful.

If the medical board chooses to issue a public reprimand your reputation will be hurt but the
reprimand is far less damaging than if the board filed an accusation.
   
As you know, public reprimands are public.  How public are they?  They are very public. A
public reprimand will show up for ten years on the Medical Board of California website.  Once
the website is cleared of this negative information it will live forever in people’s memories,
hospital files and on the internet.  Nurses have a shorter time period when their board issues a
reprimand.  The California Board of Registered Nursing takes the reprimand off line in three
years.

Then there are citations.  If a public reprimand is being discussed with the board your attorney
will argue for a simple citation.  

A citation is not discipline.  This is important.  If a doctor is asked whether he or she has a
disciplinary history with the Medical Board of California, the answer is no if a citation was
issued.  Citations are officially public for three years.   

 
Daniel Horowitz is a medical defense lawyer with decades of experience.  If you are facing a
medical board inquiry the best choice is to hire an experienced lawyer to represent you.  You can
reach Daniel at nine two five two eight three one eight six three.  Again, you can call Daniel at
nine two five, two eight three, eighteen sixty three.  Thank you.
 


