Under California Vehicle Code Section twenty one, two hundred, bicyclists have the same rights
and duties as drivers of motor vehicles, unless a specific exception applies. The mgor
exceptions are with bike lanes. California s bike lane laws give cyclists a clear edge. When riding
in adesignated bike lane, you generally have the right of way within that lane. Drivers turning
across a bike lane say, to make aright turn must yield to any cyclist already init.

However, cyclists must stay vigilant. If you're in abike lane that ends or merges into traffic, you
lose that automatic priority and must yield to vehicles already in the main flow.

What is the dreaded shared roadway rule? Drivers following slow motion cyclists would like the
law to require cycliststo pull over. That isnot the law.

On roads without bike lanes, cyclists can take the full laneif it’s too narrow for a car to pass
safely. A bike hasthe right of way asif the bike were a Slow-moving vehicle. Drivers must wait
until it’s safe to overtake, just as they would for atractor or delivery truck. If you're riding two
abreast in awide lane, that’ s legal too, and you still hold the lane’ s priority although this will
make driver’ s angry.

The rules for Crosswalks and Sidewalks are complicated.

If you' re walking your bike across, you' re a pedestrian and have the right of way over vehicles at
marked or unmarked crosswalks. But heres the part to think about. If you’ re pedaling through,
courts often treat you as a vehicle, meaning you might need to yield to pedestrians or cars with
priority.

Sidewalk riding isalocal areaissue. Many cities allow bikes on sidewalks but the bike must
yield to pedestrians. For children the sidewalks in most cities are open to their use. Even if the
city prohibits children on bikes on streets it is hard to imagine any court enforcing that rule.

On dedicated bike paths or multi-use trails, cyclists usually have the right of way over
pedestrians and slower users, like walkers or skaters. However, common sense dictates yielding
to anyone already in motion and common sense dictates that you move carefully past people on
horseback so that you don’'t spook the horse.

Many bike versus car accidents take place because car drivers get impatient or do not understand
the priorities granted to bike riders by law.

Daniel Horowitz is a personal injury lawyer whose million dollar verdicts establish him asa Top
100 Tria Lawyer and renowned personal injury lawyer. If you are a bike rider and you are
injured in an accident call Daniel at 925 283 eighteen sixty three. Thereisnever alegal fee until
you actually collect money. Thank you.



